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LEGAL ALERT

UGANDA INTRODUCES MANDATORY
REGISTRATION FOR FOREIGN NATIONALS:

WHAT EMPLOYERS AND RESIDENTS
NEED TO KNOW



" Introduction

The National Identification and Registration Authority (NIRA) has announced the commence-
ment of the registration of foreign nationals residing in Uganda, effective 10 June 2026.
Although the legal requirement for the registration of aliens has existed for several years
under Uganda’s legislative framework, the Government has now moved to implement the re-
quirement in a structured and enforceable manner.

The registration exercise forms part of the Government’s broader efforts to strengthen pop-
ulation management, enhance identity verification systems, improve immigration compli-
ance, and maintain an accurate record of foreign nationals residing within Uganda. Foreign
nationals who fall within the prescribed categories are therefore required to comply with the
registration requirements and obtain an Alien Identification Card.

This Alert highlights the legal basis for the registration requirement, the registration process,
the obligations arising after registration, and the implications of non-compliance.

2 ? Legal Basis
The obligation to register is established under section 54(1)(b) of the Registration of Persons
Act, Cap 332, which requires every alien holding a valid immigration facility to register with
NIRA.

The term “alien” is defined under both the Uganda Citizenship and Immigration Control
Act, Cap 313 and the Registration of Persons Act, Cap 332 as a person who is not a citizen of
Uganda.

An “alien’s identification card” means an alien’s identification card issued under the Reg-
istration of Persons Act Cap 332.

The requirement applies to all foreign nationals lawfully residing in Uganda under valid im-
migration facilities, including holders of work permits, certificates of residence, special passes,
student passes, and dependant passes. The requirement does not extend to visitors whose
stay in Uganda does not exceed ninety (90) days.
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8 Rationale for the Registration Exercise

The registration exercise reflects the Government’s policy objective of strengthening the ad-
ministration and regulation of foreign nationals residing within Uganda. As a sovereign state,
Uganda maintains a legitimate interest in identifying persons within its territory and main-
taining accurate records relating to their immigration status.

From a security perspective, the collection of biometric information enhances identity veri-
fication, facilitates traceability, and supports law enforcement efforts in addressing security
concerns. The exercise also enables the Government to maintain accurate demographic in-
formation, which may inform planning and policy development in areas such as infrastruc-
ture, public services, healthcare, taxation, and labour regulation.

L’» Registration Procedure

Pursuant to Regulation 11 of the Registration of Persons Regulations, 2015, registration must
be undertaken in person at a designated NIRA registration centre nearest to the applicant’s
place of residence.

Pursuant to Regulation 11 of the Registration of Persons Regulations, 2015, registration must
be undertaken in person at a designated NIRA registration centre nearest to the applicant’s
place of residence. The registration process is as follows:

a. Confirmation of Eligibility

The applicant must confirm that he or she holds a valid immigration facility, such as a
work permit, student pass, or dependent pass, as well as a valid passport.

b. Completion of the Application Form

The applicant must complete Form 4, being the prescribed Application for Registration
of Aliens under Regulation 10 and Schedule 2 of the Registration of Persons Regulations,
2015.

c. Payment of the Prescribed Fee

The applicant must pay the prescribed registration fee of USD 100 through the Uganda
Revenue Authority payment system and obtain the corresponding payment slip as proof
of payment.

d. Submission of the Application

The applicant must appear in person at the designated NIRA registration centre and submit
the completed application form together with the required supporting documentation and
proof of payment.

e. Verification by NIRA
NIRA will verify the applicant’s particulars, supporting documentation, and biometric
information.

f. Registration and Issuance of an Alien Identification Card

Upon successful verification, NIRA will enter the applicant’s details into the National
Identification Register and issue an Alien Identification Card bearing a unique Alien Iden-
tification Number.



6 Validity and Renewal of the Alien Identification Card

The Registration of Persons Regulations, 2015 provide that an Alien Identification Card remains
valid for the same period as the immigration facility held by the cardholder.

An application for renewal must be made to NIRA in the prescribed form and accompanied
by proof of payment of the applicable renewal fees. It is important to note that the Alien Iden-
tification Card remains the property of the Government of Uganda at all times and is issued
solely for the lawful use of the registered holder.

é Post-Registration Compliance

Registration is not limited to the issuance of an Alien Identification Card. Following registra-
tion, the cardholder assumes certain continuing obligations under the law.

A registered alien is required to produce the Alien Identification Card within seven days
whenever requested to do so by a registration officer or other authorised official. The card
must also be surrendered to NIRA or the nearest police station where the holder permanent-
ly departs Uganda, acquires Ugandan citizenship, or upon the death of the cardholder.

Where the card is lost, damaged, or destroyed, the cardholder is required to promptly report
the matter to NIRA or the nearest police station and provide details regarding the circum-
stances of the loss or damage. NIRA may issue a temporary document pending replacement
and, where the original card is not recovered within one month, a replacement card may be
issued in accordance with the applicable procedures.



7 Consequences of Non-Compliance

The registration exercise creates a legal obligation for all qualifying foreign nationals residing
in Uganda. Failure to register constitutes a contravention of the Registration of Persons Act,
Cap 332 and may have implications for an individual’s immigration status and continued
lawful residence within the country.

A person who fails to comply with the statutory requirements may, upon conviction, be liable
to a fine not exceeding Uganda Shillings Two Million Four Hundred Thousand (UGX 2,400,000),
imprisonment, or both, as prescribed under the applicable legislation.

Given the increasing integration of identity verification requirements across both public and
private sector transactions, failure to obtain an Alien Identification Card may also create
practical difficulties in accessing services and conducting various transactions within Uganda.

8 Key Practical Implications

Beyond satisfying a legal requirement, registration is expected to facilitate participation in
a broad range of transactions that require formal identification and verification. Possession
of an Alien Identification Card may be relevant in relation to the opening and operation of
personal bank accounts, acquisition of insurance products, land related transactions where
permitted by law, pension related transactions, social security arrangements, health insur-
ance schemes, consumer credit transactions, tax registration and compliance, SIM card reg-
istration, registration of business entities, and applications for government services,
approvals, permits, licences, and benefits.

The Alien Identification Card is therefore expected to become an increasingly important
document for foreign nationals seeking to live, work, study, invest, or conduct business in
Uganda.

Conclusion.

The commencement of mandatory alien registration marks a significant development in
Uganda’s immigration and identification framework. Foreign nationals holding valid
immigration facilities should take steps to ensure compliance with the registration requirements
and obtain an Alien Identification Card within the prescribed timelines.

In addition to mitigating the risk of regulatory sanctions, timely registration will facilitate
access to a growing range of services and transactions that depend on formal identification
and verification. Employers, educational institutions, investors, and foreign nationals residing
in Uganda are therefore encouraged to assess their compliance obligations and take the
necessary steps to ensure adherence to the requirements established under the Registration
of Persons Act and the Registration of Persons Regulations, 2015.



Disclaimer:

The information provided in this article does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice.
Instead, all information, content, and materials contained in this article are for general

informational purposes only. Information in this article may not constitute the most up-to-date
legal or other information.

This article may contain links to other third-party websites and resources. Such links are only
for the convenience of the reader, user or browser. TASLAF, its lawyers and its affiliates do not
recommend or endorse the contents of the third-party sites.

TASLAF advises readers and users of this article to contact their own qualified lawyers and obtain
advice with respect to any particular legal matter. No reader or user of this article should act or
refrain from acting on the basis of the information provided in this article without first seeking
legal advice from qualified counsel.

For additional information in relation to this alert, please contact the following;

Stephen Tumwesigye Kevin Ayebare

Managing Partner Associate Partner

M: +256 (0) 774 334 908 T: +256 (0) 787 726 066

E: stumwesigye@taslafadvocates.com E: kayebare@taslafadvocates.com
Ruth Nanjobe Ms. Samalie Liz Nakasiga
Senior Associate Legal Associate

M: +256 780 390 934 M: +256 752 485 111

E: rnanjobe@taslafadvocates.com E: snakasiga@taslafadvocates.com
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http://stumwesigye@taslafadvocates.com
http://kayebare@taslafadvocates.com

ABOUT TASLAF ADVOCATES

TASLAF Advocates provides blended legal and tax services to the most impactful entities
operating in Uganda & East Africa. We are driven by a desire to create social impact and
harness the interconnectedness of the African eco-system in our provision of blended
legal & tax services. Our clients include leading private equity/impact funds, construction
and oil & gas companies, tech companies, leading NGOs and social enterprises looking
to set up or expand in Uganda and East Africa.

Our team combines a breadth of experience, education, and training in the best institutions
in the world. We are always on the lookout for the most talented and ambitious professionals
to join the team. With a mix of lawyers and accountants across the board, our service
offerings are unequalled in both tax & legal assignments.

Our pro-bono arm provides free legal services to leading SME’s and social enterprises in
Uganda helping them to save legal fees and create impact in their areas of operation.
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